
 
 
 

 

 
 

4-H Alberta Fund Development and Sponsorships 
Frequently Asked Questions  

 

 
 

 

1. What do you consider to be ‘Sponsorship’ versus ‘Donation’? 

Sponsorship is an exchange of cash and/ or in-kind services for an organization’s logo exposure 

and recognition as well as engagement benefits.  

 

Benefits and recognition vary, depending on the sponsor’s investment level, and are very 

specific to each sponsor’s community engagement strategy and needs. 

 

A donation is a gift where a donor transfers funds in return for a charitable tax receipt and is 

therefore not considered a sponsorship as no recognition of benefits are being provided.  

 

2. How do you secure a sponsor? 

Some sponsors are sought out via research: do they have the same values as 4-H Alberta? 

Who is their main audience? Do they represent an area we feel is a good fit for our youth 

programs? 

 

Some sponsors may directly contact 4-H Alberta or – from time to time - approach 

individuals associated with our programs, i.e. Club Leaders or Area Coordinators. 

 

For additional information, please see our ‘Checklist’ document. 

 

3. Why should we let the 4-H Alberta Fund Development Team know about our sponsors? 

It is important to keep in mind that communication is key: if a new sponsor is secured for 

a provincial, regional, or district program, it would be best and most helpful to double 

check the list of current provincial sponsors and connect with someone from the fund 

development team to ensure there are no current negotiations underway.  It is not our 

intention to take away sponsors from clubs, regions, and districts.  The reason to connect 

with the fund development team is threefold:  

 

1) We want to ensure that the prospective sponsor aligns with 4-H Alberta’s values; i.e. 

we would not encourage a tobacco company to become a new sponsor of our 
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Summer Camping program (or any other program for that matter). 

 

2) We want to avoid potential conflicts of interest with existing 4-H Alberta sponsors. It 

rarely happens but there are instances where a 4-H program is exclusively supported 

by a sponsor, thus it is always beneficial to cross-reference with the fund 

development team 

 

3) Our goal is to provide the best customer service and meet or exceed all levels of 

sponsor recognition and engagement. It is therefore important that we ensure all 

sponsors receive the same benefits based on their investment level to avoid a conflict 

of interest and confusion amongst our existing sponsors  

 

4. What are sponsor funds used for? 

Sponsors provide annual  funding as a direct investment in our 4-H Alberta youth. Funds are 

used to support and enhance 4-H Alberta programs and events throughout the year. 

 

Some sponsorships are used to directly support club grants, others provide direct scholarship 

funds. Some sponsorships provide funding for youth programs, other sponsors provide 

fundraising opportunities for clubs.  Sponsors direct their funds to areas they feel are the best 

match with their investment strategies and goals. 

 

4-H Alberta is very grateful for the ongoing investment of its sponsors and their support of 

Alberta’s youth and our communities. 

 

5. How can I help secure sponsorships? 

We always appreciate support in this matter! If you know of a sponsor who may be interested 

in supporting 4-H Alberta, feel free to connect them with Bianca von Nagy, Director of Business 

Development. 

 

You can also refer them to our sponsor page: https://www.4hab.com/sponsors/ which includes 

our latest sponsorship materials.  

 

The 4-H team is always looking forward to meeting with a prospective sponsor (or donor!) to 

discuss next steps in a possible partnership. 

 

 

6. What are sponsorship levels? 

https://www.4hab.com/sponsors/
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Sponsorship levels are very important to our sponsors. Sponsors have a set community 

investment budget they can spend throughout the year and are very strategic about their 

investment dollars.  

 

Depending on their investment amount, they will be recognized at a certain sponsorship level 

and receive specific sponsorship benefits which are often customized to meet the sponsor’s 

needs. Sometimes, sponsors will stretch their support just to get to a certain sponsorship level. 

Because of this, sponsors are very invested in their sponsorship benefits and the engagement 

opportunities that come with them.  

 

Understanding the importance of sponsorship engagement and recognition, 4-H Alberta 

reviewed its sponsorship opportunities and benefits and revised them to reflect best practice 

and industry standards. The information can be found on the website. 

 

4-H Alberta Sponsorship Levels: 

● Diamond Clover ($1,000,000+) 

● Emerald Clover ($100,000+) 

● Gold Clover ($50,000 - $99,999) 

● Silver Clover ($25,000 - $49,999) 

● Bronze Clover ($10,000 - $24,999) 

● Green Clover ($5,000 - $9,999) 

● White Clover ($1,000 - $4,999) 

 

7. Are sponsorship levels flexible or are they firm? 

As mentioned earlier, sponsors are very specific about their sponsorship categories and 

benefits as they only have a certain community investment budget available to work with. Each 

sponsor in a certain category must receive the same type of benefits so we are not in breach of 

our contracts and we remain CRA compliant.  

 

8. What is sponsor recognition and donor stewardship? 

Sponsor recognition and donor stewardship is an integral part of fundraising and fund 

development. If sponsors/ donors are recognized/ stewarded properly, an organization creates 

sponsor/ donor retention which leads to long-term financial support and, ideally, increased 

funding over time - funds that are invested back into our youth programs and 4-H members. 

 

Stewardship/ sponsor recognition comes in many shapes and forms and varies from hosting 

sponsors at banquets or lunches to sending thank you notes, or simply making them feel like they

are part of the 4-H Family at one of our many 4-H Alberta events.  

 

https://www.4hab.com/sponsors/
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4-H Alberta is always eager to explore new ways of engaging our supporters. At the same time, 

it is important to us to keep in line with our 4-H Alberta values and our overall program 

guidelines, so please feel free to contact us with questions, recommendations, or feedback. 

 

9. How do sponsors work with the fund development team? 

Sponsors provide funds, gifts in kind, and engagement opportunities to help enhance programs 

within 4-H Alberta. Some sponsors also develop benefit packages, such as coupons, etc. for 4-H 

members. We want to ensure sponsors are enhancing programs and what we are already doing.  

 

10. What if I have a concern or issue with a sponsor? 

Please contact Bianca von Nagy at bianca.von.nagy@4HAB.com with your concern and we will 

assess it.  

 

11. Who can we contact for more information and/ or questions? 

Please feel free to contact: 

Bianca von Nagy 

Director, Business Development 

Cell: 587-583-3152 

Email: bianca.von.nagy@4hab.com  
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